Council Candidate Interview

By James Stevens

Barbara Laucius and Robert Hartwell are running for the Thorne Bay City Council.  Voting will take place at the Thorne Bay City Hall on November 27, 2007.  Since both Council candidates are relatively new to the area, I wanted to interview them.  I asked them some questions that I thought voters would want to know.  

How long have you lived in Thorne Bay?
Laucius:  “I have lived in Thorne Bay since April of 2007.”

Hartwell:  “I have lived in Thorne Bay since July of 2007.”

What is your main reason for running for council?

Laucius:  “My main reason for running for the City Council is because I have been asked by some of the people who live here.  I think some of the people who asked me are looking for a voice from the Southside to be on Council.”

Hartwell:  “My main reason for running for the City Council is to participate in the community. I am retired and want to give my time to the community.”

In the next three years, what would you like to see changed in Thorne Bay?

Laucius:  “Immediately I would like to see Thorne Bay get more reliable communications. This is particularly important in emergency situations.  I also want to see the town industry, business, and community develop positively.”

Hartwell:  “In the next three years I would like to see new jobs being created because since I have been here I have seen two businesses go out of business.”

Why did you move to Thorne Bay?

Laucius:  “I moved to Thorne Bay because an old friend told me about it.  I wanted to move to a small town in Alaska on the ocean with a climate like this.”  

Hartwell:  “”I moved to Thorne Bay because I wanted a change from arid climate that I was living in, and I also like that the island has lots of roads.”

What work background do you have that you think would make you a good Council member?

Laucius: “I have experience in advertising, marketing, sales, and also tourism.  I’m also familiar with working in multicultural environments.”

Hartwell:  “I have been a Master Chief in the Navy, managed retail stores, and owned a sporting goods store.”

What do you like about Thorne Bay?

Laucius:  “I like all of the friendly people and the beautiful environment.”

Hartwell:  “I like the atmosphere, the people, and the climate.”

 Comments-

Laucius: “I also like that two people are running for this seat.” 

Hartwell: “If you have any question about me or any concerns involving the City please contact me at 828-3321.”

