MINUTES
FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING

OF THE CITY COUNCIL

FOR THE CITY OF THORNE BAY

ALASKA,

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

CITY HALL

December 21, 2007
6:00p.m.

The public was invited and encouraged to attend

1.
CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gould called the meeting to order at 6:01p.m.

2.
PLEDGE TO FLAG:

The audience and council stood for the pledge to the flag.

3.
ROLL CALL:

Gould, Hudson, Kelly Marsh and Hartwell were present.  Reed attended by phone.  Minnillo was absent.

4.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Marsh moved to approve the agenda as written.  Kelly seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.

MOTION:
Move to approve the agenda as written

F/S:

Marsh/Kelly

YEAS:

Reed, Kelly, Marsh, Hartwell, Gould, and Hudson

NAYS:

None

STATUS:
Motion Passed. 

5.
MAYOR’S REPORT:

Mayor Gould reported that he received a letter signed by Ted Stevens, Lisa Murkowski and Don Young thanking the City for its participation in the Energy Efficiency Block Grant Program.  
6.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
There was no City Administrator Report.

7.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Laura Jennings stated Thorne Bay could not depend on the State Troopers and needs Law Enforcement in town. 

Amy Jennings stated she wanted to see the VPSO stay.  Mrs. Jennings stated since VPSO O’Malley has been in Thorne Bay people are behaving.  Mrs. Jennings stated the VPSO family is a big part of the community and did not want to see the family go.
Anita Bailer stated a few months ago the State of Alaska gave the non profit regions the ability to oversee their own VPSO program.  Tklinket and Haida was approached with the opportunity to take over the contract with the State of Alaska for the VPSO’s on the Prince of Wales Island.  Tklinket and Haida declined to take over the contract so KANA has agreed to stay with the contract until June 30, 2008 if the communities agree to pay KANA for the amount of loss that they experience.  
Harvey McDonald stated he was in support of the VPSO program.  Clinton is not only law enforcement he is a safety officer.  He works with the EMS and the Fire department and it is very important to have a liaison between the State and the City.  Mr. McDonald stated it was unfortunate that people are not coming up with money to support the VPSO.
Aaron Prussian expressed his support for Law Enforcement in Thorne Bay.  Mr. Prussian stated there were times where it was crucial to have law enforcement presence in some EMS calls.  Mr. Prussian stated as a citizen of Thorne Bay he likes to know that there is Law Enforcement in town when there are drunk drivers running over street signs, fights outside of his house, and people doing donuts around town.  Mr. Prussian stated it would be a poor decision not to have law enforcement in Thorne Bay.  

VPSO O’Malley distributed a list of things that he does for Thorne Bay to the council.  Mr. O’Malley stated he has enjoyed working for KANA and serving Thorne Bay.  Mr. O’Malley stated it was unfortunate for his family to be put in a position of not knowing whether or not his family can continue living in Thorne Bay.  Mr. O’Malley stated his family has made a concentrated effort to make Thorne Bay there home.  Mr. O’Malley stated his family has bought a house in Thorne Bay, his wife works for the Thorne Bay School, his kids like it here, and they love being in Thorne Bay.
James McFarland stated he has been a resident of Thorne Bay for over 27 years and many of them were spent without a VPSO.  Mr. McFarland stated Troopers do not respond in time and the VPSO does a variety of things for the City of Thorne Bay.  Mr. McFarland stated on June 30, 2008 KANA is leaving the entire program, and the Council needed to do what they could to find funding for the VPSO.  Mr. McFarland stated the VPSO needed to be a priority on the Overall Economic Development Plan.  Mr. McFarland stated the council may look into starting a police department in Thorne Bay.
Sheila Nyquest stated Clinton O’Malley was an important person in the Thorne Bay School; he is there when needed and will be teaching a drug and alcohol class there.  Mrs. Nyquest stated that losing the O’Malley family would be a huge loss for the School.
Mo McGee urged the council to support the VPSO program.  Mrs. McGee stated that by passing the resolution tonight it would provide them with six months to find a solution to keep the VPSO program in Thorne Bay.

KK Prussian stated she was in support of the VPSO program.  Mrs. Prussian stated the EMS and 911 Dispatchers relied on the support from the VPSO.  Mrs. Prussian stated it was nice to have presence of Law Enforcement in Thorne Bay.  Mrs. Prussian stated the O’Malley family is committed to Thorne Bay; Mrs. O’Malley has put a tremendous amount of effort into Playgroup.  Mrs. Prussian expressed her support for Clinton O’Malley and urged the council to keep the VPSO program in Thorne Bay.  

Jason Anderson stated he was in support of the VPSO program.  Mr. Anderson requested the VPSO be placed on the OEDP as a priority.

Julie Benson urged the council to keep the VPSO in Thorne Bay.  Mrs. Benson stated most people do not know how to handle conflict and the VPSO is trained in this matter.   
8.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Gould stated he was in support of the VPSO.  Kelly stated he was also in support of the VPSO.  Kelly stated Karen Peterson asked him to tell the council she was in support of the VPSO.  Kelly stated the Riptide had been broken into twice and both times Clinton was able to get the perpetrators.  Marsh stated peoples tires at the harbor were slashed twice when there was no VPSO.  The troopers helped on one and did not look into the second tire slashing.  Marsh stated the VPSO presence is noticed.  Hartwell stated the Municipal Code Chapter 2.36 states there shall be a VPSO Department in Thorne Bay.  Hartwell stated the City needed a VPSO.  Hartwell requested to see more of Mr. O’Malley’s presence.    

Anita Bailer stated
9.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
Resolution 07-12-21-01, allocating up to ten thousand dollars 


($10,000.00) to pay KANA for the VPSO Program, discussion and 


action item: 

Kelly moved to pass Resolution 07-12-21-01.  Hudson seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.

MOTION:
Move to pass Resolution 07-12-21-01

F/S:

Kelly/Hudson

YEAS:

Reed, Gould, Marsh, Hartwell, Hudson and Kelly

NAYS:

None

STATUS:
Motion Passed. 

10.
CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC COMMENT:

Harvey McDonald thanked the council for voting yes on Resolution 07-12-21-01.  Mr. McDonald stated the council had six months to find a source of finding to keep the VPSO program in Thorne Bay.  
11.
CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL COMMENT:

12.
ADJOURNMENT:

Gould adjourned the meeting at 6:46p.m.

